
U.S. CODE ON TRAFFICKING AND RELATED OFFENSES 
 
U.S. Code Title 18, Part I, Chapter 77: Peonage and Slavery 
(Not all sections listed) 

 
TITLE 18 > PART I > CHAPTER 77 >  

§ 1581. Peonage; obstructing enforcement 
 (a) Whoever holds or returns any person to a condition of peonage, or arrests any person with 

the intent of placing him in or returning him to a condition of peonage, shall be fined under this 

title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both. If death results from the violation of this 

section, or if the violation includes kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse 

or the attempt to commit aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to kill, the defendant shall be 

fined under this title or imprisoned for any term of years or life, or both.  

(b) Whoever obstructs, or attempts to obstruct, or in any way interferes with or prevents the 

enforcement of this section, shall be liable to the penalties prescribed in subsection (a).  

 
TITLE 18 > PART I > CHAPTER 77 > 

§ 1584. Sale into involuntary servitude 
 (a) Whoever knowingly and willfully holds to involuntary servitude or sells into any condition of 

involuntary servitude, any other person for any term, or brings within the United States any 

person so held, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both. If 

death results from the violation of this section, or if the violation includes kidnapping or an 

attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse or the attempt to commit aggravated sexual abuse, 

or an attempt to kill, the defendant shall be fined under this title or imprisoned for any term of 

years or life, or both.  

(b) Whoever obstructs, attempts to obstruct, or in any way interferes with or prevents the 

enforcement of this section, shall be subject to the penalties described in subsection (a).  

 
TITLE 18 > PART I > CHAPTER 77 >  

§ 1591. Sex trafficking of children or by force, fraud, or coercion 
 (a) Whoever knowingly—  

(1) in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce, or within the special maritime and territorial 

jurisdiction of the United States, recruits, entices, harbors, transports, provides, obtains, or 

maintains by any means a person; or  

(2) benefits, financially or by receiving anything of value, from participation in a venture which 

has engaged in an act described in violation of paragraph (1),  

knowing, or in reckless disregard of the fact, that means of force, threats of force, fraud, 

coercion described in subsection (e)(2), or any combination of such means will be used to cause 

the person to engage in a commercial sex act, or that the person has not attained the age of 18 

years and will be caused to engage in a commercial sex act, shall be punished as provided in 

subsection (b).  

(b) The punishment for an offense under subsection (a) is—  

(1) if the offense was effected by means of force, threats of force, fraud, or coercion described 

in subsection (e)(2), or by any combination of such means, or if the person recruited, enticed, 

harbored, transported, provided, or obtained had not attained the age of 14 years at the time of 

such offense, by a fine under this title and imprisonment for any term of years not less than 15 

or for life; or  

(2) if the offense was not so effected, and the person recruited, enticed, harbored, transported, 

provided, or obtained had attained the age of 14 years but had not attained the age of 18 years 

at the time of such offense, by a fine under this title and imprisonment for not less than 10 years 

or for life.  
(c) In a prosecution under subsection (a)(1) in which the defendant had a reasonable 

opportunity to observe the person so recruited, enticed, harbored, transported, provided, 
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obtained or maintained, the Government need not prove that the defendant knew that the 

person had not attained the age of 18 years.  

(d) Whoever obstructs, attempts to obstruct, or in any way interferes with or prevents the 

enforcement of this section, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for a term not to exceed 

20 years, or both.  

(e) In this section:  

(1) The term “abuse or threatened abuse of law or legal process” means the use or threatened 

use of a law or legal process, whether administrative, civil, or criminal, in any manner or for any 

purpose for which the law was not designed, in order to exert pressure on another person to 

cause that person to take some action or refrain from taking some action.  

(2) The term “coercion” means—  

(A) threats of serious harm to or physical restraint against any person;  

(B) any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause a person to believe that failure to perform 

an act would result in serious harm to or physical restraint against any person; or  

(C) the abuse or threatened abuse of law or the legal process.  

(3) The term “commercial sex act” means any sex act, on account of which anything of value is 

given to or received by any person.  

(4) The term “serious harm” means any harm, whether physical or nonphysical, including 

psychological, financial, or reputational harm, that is sufficiently serious, under all the 

surrounding circumstances, to compel a reasonable person of the same background and in the 

same circumstances to perform or to continue performing commercial sexual activity in order to 

avoid incurring that harm.  

(5) The term “venture” means any group of two or more individuals associated in fact, whether 

or not a legal entity.  

 
TITLE 18 > PART I > CHAPTER 77 >  

§ 1592. Unlawful conduct with respect to documents in furtherance 
of trafficking, peonage, slavery, involuntary servitude, or forced 
labor 
 (a) Whoever knowingly destroys, conceals, removes, confiscates, or possesses any actual or 

purported passport or other immigration document, or any other actual or purported government 

identification document, of another person—  

(1) in the course of a violation of section 1581, 1583, 1584, 1589, 1590, 1591, or 1594 (a);  

(2) with intent to violate section 1581, 1583, 1584, 1589, 1590, or 1591; or  

(3) to prevent or restrict or to attempt to prevent or restrict, without lawful authority, the 

person’s liberty to move or travel, in order to maintain the labor or services of that person, when 

the person is or has been a victim of a severe form of trafficking in persons, as defined in section 

103 of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000,  

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or both.  

(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to the conduct of a person who is or has been a victim of a 

severe form of trafficking in persons, as defined in section 103 of the Trafficking Victims 

Protection Act of 2000, if that conduct is caused by, or incident to, that trafficking.  

(c) Whoever obstructs, attempts to obstruct, or in any way interferes with or prevents the 

enforcement of this section, shall be subject to the penalties described in subsection (a).  

 
TITLE 18 > PART I > CHAPTER 77 > 

§ 1593. Mandatory restitution 
 (a) Notwithstanding section 3663 or 3663A, and in addition to any other civil or criminal 

penalties authorized by law, the court shall order restitution for any offense under this chapter.  

(b)  

(1) The order of restitution under this section shall direct the defendant to pay the victim 

(through the appropriate court mechanism) the full amount of the victim’s losses, as determined 

by the court under paragraph (3) of this subsection.  
(2) An order of restitution under this section shall be issued and enforced in accordance with 

section 3664 in the same manner as an order under section 3663A.  
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(3) As used in this subsection, the term “full amount of the victim’s losses” has the same 

meaning as provided in section 2259 (b)(3) and shall in addition include the greater of the gross 

income or value to the defendant of the victim’s services or labor or the value of the victim’s 

labor as guaranteed under the minimum wage and overtime guarantees of the Fair Labor 

Standards Act (29 U.S.C. 201 et seq.).  

(4) The forfeiture of property under this subsection shall be governed by the provisions of 

section 413 (other than subsection (d) of such section) of the Controlled Substances Act (21 

U.S.C. 853).  

(c) As used in this section, the term “victim” means the individual harmed as a result of a crime 

under this chapter, including, in the case of a victim who is under 18 years of age, incompetent, 

incapacitated, or deceased, the legal guardian of the victim or a representative of the victim’s 

estate, or another family member, or any other person appointed as suitable by the court, but in 

no event shall the defendant be named such representative or guardian.  

 
TITLE 18 > PART I > CHAPTER 77 >  

§ 1593A. Benefitting financially from peonage, slavery, and 
trafficking in persons 

Whoever knowingly benefits, financially or by receiving anything of value, from participation in a 

venture which has engaged in any act in violation of section 1581 (a), 1592, or 1595 (a), 

knowing or in reckless disregard of the fact that the venture has engaged in such violation, shall 

be fined under this title or imprisoned in the same manner as a completed violation of such 

section.  

 
 

TITLE 18 > PART I > CHAPTER 77 >  

§ 1594. General provisions 
(a) Whoever attempts to violate section 1581, 1583, 1584, 1589, 1590, or 1591 shall be 

punishable in the same manner as a completed violation of that section.  

(b) Whoever conspires with another to violate section 1581, 1583, 1589, 1590, or 1592 shall be 

punished in the same manner as a completed violation of such section.  

(c) Whoever conspires with another to violate section 1591 shall be fined under this title, 

imprisoned for any term of years or for life, or both.  

(d) The court, in imposing sentence on any person convicted of a violation of this chapter, shall 

order, in addition to any other sentence imposed and irrespective of any provision of State law, 

that such person shall forfeit to the United States—  

(1) such person’s interest in any property, real or personal, that was used or intended to be 

used to commit or to facilitate the commission of such violation; and  

(2) any property, real or personal, constituting or derived from, any proceeds that such person 

obtained, directly or indirectly, as a result of such violation.  

(e)  

(1) The following shall be subject to forfeiture to the United States and no property right shall 

exist in them:  

(A) Any property, real or personal, used or intended to be used to commit or to facilitate the 

commission of any violation of this chapter.  

(B) Any property, real or personal, which constitutes or is derived from proceeds traceable to 

any violation of this chapter.  

(2) The provisions of chapter 46 of this title relating to civil forfeitures shall extend to any 

seizure or civil forfeiture under this subsection.  

(f) Witness Protection.— Any violation of this chapter shall be considered an organized 

criminal activity or other serious offense for the purposes of application of chapter 224 (relating 

to witness protection). 
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U.S. CODE ON TRAFFICKING AND RELATED OFFENSES 

 

 
U.S. Code Title 18, Part I, Chapter 117:  
Transportation for Illegal Sexual Activity and Related Crimes  
(Not all sections listed) 
 
 

TITLE 18 > PART I > CHAPTER 117 >  

§ 2421. Transportation generally 
Whoever knowingly transports any individual in interstate or foreign commerce, or in any 

Territory or Possession of the United States, with intent that such individual engage in 

prostitution, or in any sexual activity for which any person can be charged with a criminal 

offense, or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 10 

years, or both.  
 

TITLE 18 > PART I > CHAPTER 117 >  

§ 2422. Coercion and enticement 
(a) Whoever knowingly persuades, induces, entices, or coerces any individual to travel in 

interstate or foreign commerce, or in any Territory or Possession of the United States, to engage 

in prostitution, or in any sexual activity for which any person can be charged with a criminal 

offense, or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20 

years, or both.  

(b) Whoever, using the mail or any facility or means of interstate or foreign commerce, or within 

the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States knowingly persuades, 

induces, entices, or coerces any individual who has not attained the age of 18 years, to engage 

in prostitution or any sexual activity for which any person can be charged with a criminal offense, 

or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title and imprisoned not less than 10 years or for 

life.  
 

TITLE 18 > PART I > CHAPTER 117 >  

§ 2423. Transportation of minors 
 (a) Transportation With Intent To Engage in Criminal Sexual Activity.— A person who 

knowingly transports an individual who has not attained the age of 18 years in interstate or 

foreign commerce, or in any commonwealth, territory or possession of the United States, with 

intent that the individual engage in prostitution, or in any sexual activity for which any person 

can be charged with a criminal offense, shall be fined under this title and imprisoned not less 

than 10 years or for life.  

(b) Travel With Intent To Engage in Illicit Sexual Conduct.— A person who travels in 

interstate commerce or travels into the United States, or a United States citizen or an alien 

admitted for permanent residence in the United States who travels in foreign commerce, for the 

purpose of engaging in any illicit sexual conduct with another person shall be fined under this 

title or imprisoned not more than 30 years, or both.  

(c) Engaging in Illicit Sexual Conduct in Foreign Places.— Any United States citizen or 

alien admitted for permanent residence who travels in foreign commerce, and engages in any 

illicit sexual conduct with another person shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more 

than 30 years, or both.  

(d) Ancillary Offenses.— Whoever, for the purpose of commercial advantage or private 

financial gain, arranges, induces, procures, or facilitates the travel of a person knowing that such 

a person is traveling in interstate commerce or foreign commerce for the purpose of engaging in 

illicit sexual conduct shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 30 years, or both.  

(e) Attempt and Conspiracy.— Whoever attempts or conspires to violate subsection (a), (b), 

(c), or (d) shall be punishable in the same manner as a completed violation of that subsection.  
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(f) Definition.— As used in this section, the term “illicit sexual conduct” means  

(1) a sexual act (as defined in section 2246) with a person under 18 years of age that would be 

in violation of chapter 109A if the sexual act occurred in the special maritime and territorial 

jurisdiction of the United States; or  

(2) any commercial sex act (as defined in section 1591) with a person under 18 years of age.  

(g) Defense.— In a prosecution under this section based on illicit sexual conduct as defined in 

subsection (f)(2), it is a defense, which the defendant must establish by a preponderance of the 

evidence, that the defendant reasonably believed that the person with whom the defendant 

engaged in the commercial sex act had attained the age of 18 years. 
 

TITLE 18 > PART I > CHAPTER 117 >  

§ 2424. Filing factual statement about alien individual 
 (a) Whoever keeps, maintains, controls, supports, or harbors in any house or place for the 

purpose of prostitution, or for any other immoral purpose, any individual, knowing or in reckless 

disregard of the fact that the individual is an alien, shall file with the Commissioner of 

Immigration and Naturalization a statement in writing setting forth the name of such individual, 

the place at which that individual is kept, and all facts as to the date of that individual’s entry 

into the United States, the port through which that individual entered, that individual’s age, 

nationality, and parentage, and concerning that individual’s procuration to come to this country 

within the knowledge of such person; and  

Whoever fails within five business days after commencing to keep, maintain, control, support, or 

harbor in any house or place for the purpose of prostitution, or for any other immoral purpose, 

any alien individual to file such statement concerning such alien individual with the 

Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization; or  

Whoever knowingly and willfully states falsely or fails to disclose in such statement any fact 

within that person’s knowledge or belief with reference to the age, nationality, or parentage of 

any such alien individual, or concerning that individual’s procuration to come to this country—  

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both.  

(b) In any prosecution brought under this section, if it appears that any such statement required 

is not on file in the office of the Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization, the person 

whose duty it is to file such statement shall be presumed to have failed to file said statement, 

unless such person or persons shall prove otherwise. No person shall be excused from furnishing 

the statement, as required by this section, on the ground or for the reason that the statement so 

required by that person, or the information therein contained, might tend to criminate that 

person or subject that person to a penalty or forfeiture, but no information contained in the 

statement or any evidence which is directly or indirectly derived from such information may be 

used against any person making such statement in any criminal case, except a prosecution for 

perjury, giving a false statement or otherwise failing to comply with this section.  
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