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 Sheriff pays for failing to arrest abusive husband DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
    The children of a woman killed by her abusive husband were awarded $358,000 on Feb. 27 in a case they brought against a county sheriff's department. Sheriff Richard Thompson and his deputies visited the home of Ray and Vickie Doggett several times between 1993 and 1997 on domestic violence calls. On one visit, Ray Doggett held a gun to his wife's head. Yet the sheriff did not arrest him, confiscate the gun or inform Vickie Doggett how she and her three sons could escape the abuse. In 1997, Doggett shot his wife and then himself. The children claimed that the state law required the sheriff's department to arrest Ray and tell Vickie her options. Massee v. Thompson, No. DV0017 [Broadwater Co., Montana., Dist. Ct.].
  PLAINTIFFS' ATTORNEY: Jim Hunt, Hunt & Molloy, Helena, Mont.
  DEFENSE ATTORNEYS: Elizabeth Baker and Stuart Kellner, Hughes, Kellner, Sullivan & Alke, Helena
    Source: National Jury Verdict Reporter
 
 
