
Successful Lawsuits For Failing To Adequately Train Officers
Annual, Comprehensive training for every level of officer not only provides law enforcement personnel with the tools they need to more effectively intervene, but also greatly diminishes the likelihood of lawsuits.  In City of Canton, Ohio v. Harris (109S.Ct. 1197 (1989)), the U.S. Supreme Court decided that Liability can be established, based on inadequate police training, where it can be shown that municipal policymakers exhibited deliberate indifference to the constitutional rights of citizens.  The Court determined that the deliberate indifference standard is met when it is obvious that more or different training is needed and that constitutional violations are a likely result of the lack of such training.  Since most successful lawsuits against law enforcement agencies are based on violation of the victim’s constitutional rights to equal protection and due process, specific training is needed.  The fact that many departments currently have disparate response practices for domestic violence cases than for stranger violence means that a harmed domestic violence plaintiff would not have much trouble meeting the deliberate indifference standard.

Attorneys have successfully sued departments for inadequate or nonexistent domestic violence police training materials.  In Ricketts v. Columbia, (No. 90-4099-CV-C66BA (U.S .Dist. Ct. W.D. MO) attorney Roger Brown presented evidence showing the police had been trained that it was permissible to respond more minimally to domestic violence calls than non-domestic calls.  As a result, he argued, the Columbia police arrested two or three times more frequently in non-domestic violence assault, based in his review of five years worth of complaints and police reports.  In March of 1990, the jury awarded the plaintiff $1.2 million dollars.
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